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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Non-Final Rejection 

Election/Restriction 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group IV, Species A, Fig 1-3, and 
claims 1-8, 14-21, is acknowledged. 

Claims 9-13, 23-26, are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected Species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. 

During a telephone interview with AAr. Kleinheksel the election was further 
discussed and amended to: cancel method claims 1-13 (Class 72); all apparatus 
claims 14-21, 23-26 will be examined in this application; elected apparatus claims 
14-21 readable on species A; claims 23-26 rejoined at allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
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patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee et al. (5,934,544) in view of Soto et al. (6,591,577). 

Regarding claim 14-21, Lee et al. (5,934,544) discloses the invention as 
claimed to include an elongated beam 8; a first 14 and a second 16 lateral portions 
terminating in first 60 and second 62 lateral edges being connected along their 
lengths to said beam (Fig 3B, col 7, lines 44-46; a lateral portion 14 welded closed 
to form at least part of a first closed configuration, said second portion 16 welded 
closed to form a second closed configuration; and a lateral portion Fig 3B. 

However, Lee et al. (5,934,544) does not disclose first and second brackets 
and first and second lateral portions are connected to one another along a line 
separate from said first and second lateral edges. 

Goto et al. (6,591,577) discloses in Fig 1-12 first 8 and second 8 brackets; 
and first and second lateral portions are connected 7 to one another along a line 
separate from said first and second lateral edges (Fig 2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the invention, as disclosed by Lee et 
al. (5,934,544), to include first and second brackets; and first and second lateral 
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portions are connected to one another along a line separate from said first and 
second lateral edges, as disclosed by Goto et al. (6,591,577), for attachment to a 
vehicle door and provide additional strength for the beam. 



3. The prior art made of record in attached Notice of Reference Cited (PTO- 
892) and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. This art 
of record shows various features similar to the applicant's invention. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should 
be directed to Primary Examiner Kiran B. Patel whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0254. The examiner can normally be reached on AA-F from 8:00 to 5:00. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 



Conclusion 



Kiran B. Patel, P. E. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 
July 10, 2004 




